1. A party rode in from the north a few days ago.  I believe I overhead them talking about finding a place to spend the night before they went out into the desert.

2. A man traded in some horses for a few camels three days ago.  He also bought gear for desert riding and asked where he could get a map of the oasis east of Hotempa.

3. A woman at the Kris and Jellaba, an elvin bandit, is known for her knowledge of the surrounding territory.  If anyone had a map of the eastern oasis, it would be her.

4. Numerous merchants saw Thurbold shopping for supplies for a desert trek.

5. A group of travelers came in almost a week ago on half-dead horses – four men and a woman.  They didn’t look the sort to be charging through the desert, so that is why I noted them – all covered in trail dust and looking like an imperial rolled in mud.  They probably went to look for a place that had baths and beds to rest their bones.

6. Two men and a woman left via the Sun Gate on camels yesterday.  They asked how close the nearest oasis was east of here.  I have no idea why they would want to go out there.  Only thing past the east oasis are the ruins of the old Temple of Eternal Stars.

7. The Temple of Eternal Stars was ancient in the times of Hotempa’s early years and was probably built by the ancient Stonecutters’ guild.

8. The oasis is due east from Hotempa, nearly 2 days out under the unforgiving sun.

9. Travel through the desert on horseback and with heavy metal armor means almost certain death.

10. Wadi Hassan, the camel merchant, buys horses and sells camels.

11. A woman stayed at Hotema Zara.  She had three male companions, but they didn’t stay here. The woman left yesterday with one of the men.  The others said that if she needed anything, to send word to them at the Dar’Kutub.

12. The Temple of Eternal Stars was one of the finest achievements of the Stonecutters’ Guild. I believe the plans for the temple still remain in their vaults.

13. The man you seek purchased some exotic weapons from Shaqueer Ghanee, the weapon smith.  Mostly kris, krisias, and khopeshs.  Just about a full camel load of them.  He sent some men to pick up the order three days ago, and paid in gems.

14. The man you seek was seen yesterday morning, at the Temple of the Dawn, praying for a safe journey with two other men and a woman. They were planning to travel east, I believe.

15. Thurbold Vec is not what he seems.  I believe that he is a member of the Order of the Holy Compass, here on some secret mission.

16. I know of whom you speak… I hadn’t seen old Thurbold in some time, until he showed up here a few days ago.  He left here with one of his lackeys in tow yesterday.  Do me a favor, if you find him; string his entrails between two date trees.  I believe he was heading east across the desert.

17. Thurbold and his companions often left word with me that if someone came looking for him from the Hotempa Zara, *pthu*, I was to send word on to him at the Kris and Jellaba.

18. Thurbold’s two companions spoke very little and I never got their names.  I do remember them coming in late one night carrying a huge bundle that clanked like metal.  If I recall, the mark of Shaqueer Ghanee was on the bundle.

